
 

Tortoisebutler Kyrgyzstan Expedition 2016 
Summary Report 
Expedition members 

● Miles Gould (expedition leader and climber) 
● Andy Vine (climbing leader) 

 
Two additional team members, Richard Fergie (climber) and Alia Sheikh (photographer/base camp manager) 
were forced to withdraw from the expedition before our departure. 

Original objectives 

First ascents of peaks surrounding the Kindyk valley, Kuiluu massif, in particular 
  

● Objective A: 42° 5'54.00"N 78°53'47.83"E, Google Earth height 4660m, via W face or NW ridge 
● Objective B: 42° 5'23.92"N 78°52'44.85"E, Google Earth height 4790m, via NE ridge 
● Objective C: 42° 7'2.34"N 78°54'47.21"E, Google Earth height 4560m, via E ridge or NE face 
● Objective D: 42° 6'58.28"N 78°52'37.21"E, Google Earth height 4550m, via north ridge. 

Summary of events 

● 13 August: depart from UK, layover in Istanbul. 
● 14 August: arrive in Bishkek, buy bulk food supplies. 
● 15 August: meet with ITMC, bus to Karakol. 
● 16 August: 4WD vehicle to Kuiluu valley. Sleep in shepherds’ hut at May-Saz. 
● 17 August: hike to Kindyk valley. Establish base camp at 3200m. Recce E side to 3400m. 
● 18 August: recce to snout of Kindyk glacier at 3800m. Cache gear there for Advance Base Camp. 
● 19 August: load-carry to ABC. Sleep at ABC. 
● 20 August: recce East Kindyk glacier to 4070m, minor jobs around camp. 
● 21 August: climb Objective C via East Kindyk glacier and East Ridge. 
● 22 August: descend to BC. 
● 23 August: rest day at BC. 
● 24 August: load-carry to ABC. 
● 25 August: unsuccessful attempt on Objective A via the W ridge. 
● 26 August: rest day at ABC. 
● 27 August: climb Objective A via E ridge. 
● 28 August: climb Objectives E and F. 
● 29 August: strike ABC, descend to BC. 
● 30 August: rest day and packing at BC. 
● 31 August: walk-out to May-Saz, 4WD to Karakol. 
● 1 September: driven to Bishkek, debrief with ITMC, souvenir shopping. 
● 2 September: depart Bishkek. 
● 3 September: arrive back in Edinburgh. 

 



 

 
Multicoloured scree on the ridge from Objective E to Objective F. 

Details of climbs 

● 21 August, Objective C via East Kindyk glacier and E ridge. 3.5 hours, PD. Reached the summit at 
4605m. Weather sunny with some clouds, warm in the sun. Snow soft, deep and unstable, with poor 
bonding and evidence of recent avalanches on steeper slopes. 800m ascent and 10 hours tent-to-tent 
from ABC. 

● 25 August, Objective A via the W ridge. 3.5 hours, AD. A straightforward glacier hike on decent 
snow/ice until the ridge proper, and then mixed climbing on sugary snow and shattered rock. 
Reached a rocky false summit at 4691m; retreated because further progress would have involved a 
committing abseil and the weather was coming in. Weather slightly below freezing and clear until 
our high point; thereafter it was snowy, with visibility around 300m. 700m ascent, 8.5 hours 
tent-to-tent from ABC. 

● 27 August, Objective A via the E ridge. 2.5 hours, PD. A steep snow climb to the ridge, easy 
thereafter. Reached the summit at 4714m. Weather and snow conditions excellent. 700m ascent, 6.5 
hours tent-to-tent from ABC. 

● 28 August, Objective E (a subsidiary summit of Objective D) via the West Kindyk glacier and the 
north ridge. 3 hours, PD. Reached the summit at 4554m, then descended back down the north ridge 
and continued onwards via an easy rocky ridge to another minor summit (Objective F) at 4444m. 
Weather excellent, snow conditions good in the shade, but quickly softened in the sun. About 850m 
total ascent, 8 hours tent-to-tent from ABC, 2 hours between summits. 

 
All climbs were undertaken by Miles Gould and Andy Vine in alpine style; all successful ascents were first 
ascents, as confirmed by the Kyrgyz Alpine Club. Times given are from our gearing-up point to our high 
point. Objectives B and D appeared much harder in reality than they had on satellite photos and maps, so we 
did not attempt them. 



 

 
Andy (left) and Miles (right) on the summit of Objective A (4714m). 

Other comments 

We hired three horses to transport our gear from Beck, one of the local shepherds (who also accompanied us 
to and from base camp and managed the horses). This cost us 5000 som (about $73 or £55) each way for the 
journey between Beck’s hut at May-Saz (42.2080°N 79.0148° E) and our base camp (about 12km and 400m 
of ascent). There are permanent shepherds’ summer huts every kilometre or two in the main Kuiluu valley: 
we don’t think future parties will have trouble hiring horses. However, the south side of the Kuiluu valley 
would probably be impassable to vehicles between May-Saz and Kindyk. At 3200m we were told that the 
terrain was too rough for the horses to continue higher; fortunately, this happened at an excellent site for base 
camp. The walk from base camp to the glacier was 5km and 600m of ascent, with several boulder fields and 
sections of scree; it took us 5 hours up or 3 hours down. The east side of the Kindyk river was impassable 
from base camp, but the west side was fine. Generally the weather was clearer in the morning and it often 
became overcast and then snowed or rained in the afternoon, but this pattern was not reliable. There tended 
to be enough sun to dry gear easily. 
 
No permits are needed to climb in the Kuiluu range, and we did not need a liaison officer. 
 
The expedition gratefully acknowledges the support of the Mount Everest Foundation (grant 16-27), and 
donated or discounted food and equipment from the following people and organisations: Elite Mountain 
Supplies; Gathr Foods; High5 Sports Nutrition; Rab; Gemma and Becky Curran; Mike Prior-Jones; and 
Susannah Fleming. 
 
 



 

Route on Objective C (4605m) via the East Kindyk glacier. 
 

 
Route of our first attempt on Objective A, terminating at a rocky false summit at 4691m. 
 



 

 
Route of our second, successful, attempt on Objective A (4714m). 
 

 
Route of our ascent of Objectives E (4554m) and F (4444m). 
 



 

Map of the Kindyk valley and surroundings, taken from the 1980 1:50,000 Soviet map series. May-Saz is 5km 
east and 1km north of the top-right corner. 


